
Small Group Session 5
Prodigal Son

Bottom Line: “God’s love is big and strong and loud.”

1.  Dad, If You Love Me
Supplies : Scenario Cards (Activity Pages)

1. Have the children sit in a circle.
2. Choose two children to begin: One child will play the role of “dad” and the other 

will be the “child.”
3. Have the “child” choose a scenario card and read it aloud.
4. Then, the “child” should say, “dad, if you love me, please smile,” and try to get the 

“dad” to smile.
5. Play until everyone has had a chance to be the “dad” or the “child.”

Small Group Leader : “Some of these scenarios really happened to kids. What do you 
think their parents did when those things happened? Have you ever done something 
that you thought would make your parents love you less?” [Personalize] Tell a story 
about a time when you did something that made you think your parents would be so 
angry that they would love you less.”

“In our story today, the youngest son went away from home. How do you know that his 
dad didn’t stop loving him? (wait for responses) That’s right, his dad threw him a party 
when he returned. That’s the way that God loves us—[Bottom Line] God!s love is big 
and strong and loud . He’s never going to stop loving us, no matter what we do!”

2.  Prayer 
Supplies:  “Piñata” Activity Page (1 per child copied on cardstock), metal rings/cards 
from other small group times, markers, a hole punch

1. Give each child a copy of “Piñata” Activity Page.
2. Ask the children to write a way that they know that God loves them. You may 

need to give them examples: family, food, house, etc.
Small Group Leader : “God’s love is AMAZING. There’s nothing like it. He takes such 
good care of us. Let’s all be quiet for just a minute and write a prayer to God on the 
back of this card to thank Him because [Bottom Line] God!s love is big and strong 
and loud . When you’re done, add your card to the metal ring. That way, you’ll have a 
reminder of what you’re taking in so that you can live it out.”
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3.  Win, Lose or Draw Ð Bible Story Review
Supplies : Paper and markers

1. Play Win, Lose or Draw by dividing kids into two teams.
2. Each team chooses one person to draw first.
3. Quietly tell the drawer what he is to draw from the list below:

Pigs
 
 Fatted Calf  
 
 Ring
 
 Father
Cornhusks
 Younger Brother
 Sandals
 Big House
Money
 Older Brother
 Robe
 
 Party

4. Teams earn points by correctly identifying the drawing and telling you how the 
drawing fits in with the Bible story.

Small Group Leader : “You guys did a great job on our drawings and you definitely 
remembered the main parts of the story. How do you think you might have responded if 
you had been the older brother? What about the father? I know I’m glad that God loves 
me like the father in the story chose to love his son. No matter what I do, or when I 
mess up, God still loves me. Nothing I do could change that. Because [Bottom Line] 
God!s love is big and strong and loud! ”
 
4.  Memory V erse Review  
Supplies: Index cards (at least 25 per group), markers, tape

Matthew 7:24 (NIrV)
So then, everyone who hears my words and puts them into practice is like a
wise man. He builds his house on the rock.

1. Sit in a circle.
2. Write one word of the verse on each index card, and give each child one to tape 

to the bottom of his shoe. (Children should not show others what their card is 
until the game begins.)

3. Ask for volunteers who can remember the verse and say it together several 
times.   

4. Once the children are familiar with the verse, have them put themselves in order 
using the cards on bottom of their shoes.

5. If time permits, play again to get a faster time. You might also consider racing 
against another small group.

Small Group Leader:  “According to our verse, what makes a person wise? (wait for 
responses) That’s right—doing what Jesus says. In our story today we learned, that 
God’s love is big and strong and loud. Today, what are we going to take in and live out? 
Love others the way God loves us. Before we leave, let’s review our entire phrase:   
[Bottom Line]  I!m gonna take it in and live it out, build my life on what really 
counts. Choose to see you the way God sees me. Learn to live unselÞshly . God!s 
love is big and strong and loud.Ó
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